
“When Jesus Comes” 
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; 2:19-20; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:23-24 

I have a growing anticipa-
tion of God’s promises 
and my secure eternity 

with him.  
 

“Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never 

perish, spoil or fade.” 



Read 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; 2:19-20; 3:13;        
4:13-18; 5:23-24 

1:9b-10 

9b They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve 

the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from 

heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us 

from the coming wrath. 

2:19-20 

19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which 

we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he 

comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 

3:13 

May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blame-

less and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our 

Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

4:13-18 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be unin-

formed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not 

grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that 

God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in 

him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we 

who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the 

Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heav-

en, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 

with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air. And so we will be with the 

Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these 

words. 

5:23-24 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 

through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “rescues” in 1:10. 

• Underline “the coming wrath” in 1:10.  

• Circle “crown” in 2:19. 

• Bracket “in the presence of” in 2:19. 

• Underline “blameless and holy” in 3:13. 

• Bracket “with all his holy ones” in 3:13.  

• Bracket “the dead in Christ will rise” in 4:16. 

• Bracket “we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up” in 4:17. 

• Circle “sanctify” in 5:23. 

• Underline “God himself” in 5:23 and “he will do it” 
in 5:24.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1:9b-10 

1. From what is Jesus going to rescue Christians? 

 

2. How is he going to rescue them? (Cf. 4:17) 

 

 

2:19-20 

3. The term “crown” is used figuratively in 2:19. To what does the metaphor refer? 

 

 

4. When is the “crown” received and who gives it? (Cf. 2Co 5:10) 

 

 

3:13 

5. “Blameless and holy” refers to the end of the process Christians go through to become like Jesus (Ro 8:29). 
What is that process called? 

 

 

6. The preposition translated “in the presence of” is used to refer to appearing before a judge. Explain its use 
here.  

 

 

4:13-18 

7. Who does Jesus bring with him when he returns? 

 

 

8. Summarize what happens when he arrives with them. 

 

 

5:23-24 

9. Christians will one day be sanctified “through and through.” What does that mean and when will that be? 

 

 

10. What makes their sanctification certain? 



In addition to commenting on the intensely personal 
character of Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians, especial-
ly the first one, commentators often mention the atten-
tion given to eschatology, “things to come,” in them. 
One writes: “Far and away the largest theological con-
tribution of the Epistles lies in what they say about es-
chatology” (Robert L. Thomas, “1 Thessalonians,” in The 
Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 11, 233). Another adds: 
“The Thessalonian correspondence has much to say 
about eschatology. Several major passages in the letters 
(1 Thess 4:13-18; 5:1-11; 2 Thess 2:1-12) along with sever-
al briefer references (1 Thess 1:10; 2:19-20; 3:5,13; 2 Thess 
1:6-10; 2:14) address various aspects of the end 
times” (D. Michael Martin, 1, 2 Thessalonians, NAC, 39). 
Paul does not speak to every event associated with the 
coming of Jesus mentioned on page one, and the ones 
he treats, he treats more or less independently, rather 
than the way they would be treated in a systematic the-
ology. That said, this issue will simply examine five 
passages that explicitly refer to the coming of Jesus with 
a view to identifying the five things said to occur when 
he comes.  

First, Christians will be rescued. According to 1 Thes-
salonians 1:9b-10, Christians will be rescued from disas-
ter, namely, the coming wrath of God. The reference to 
“wrath” here is not a reference to the outpouring of 
God’s wrath on unbelievers generally. In other words, 
the rescue about which Paul speaks is not a rescue from 
the divine judgment that falls on all those whose names 
are not found written in the book of life (Rev 20:11-15)—
in eternity. It’s reference to the outpouring of God’s 
wrath prior to the glorious appearing of Christ—in 
time. One commentator explains: “Used technically, as 
it so frequently is in the NT, ‘wrath’ (orgēs) is a title for 
the period just before Messiah’s kingdom on earth, 
when God will afflict earth’s inhabitants with an unpar-
alleled series of physical torments because of their rejec-
tion of His will (Matt 3:7; 24:21; Luke 21:23; Rev 6:16, 
17)” (Thomas, 248). Jesus is the agent who rescues. His 
coming is the means whereby he rescues. And that com-
ing is the rapture described by Paul in 4:16-17.  

Second, Christians will be rewarded. According to 2:19-
20, Paul is looking forward to being rewarded by the 
Lord Jesus when he stands in his presence. The “crown” 
to which Paul refers is the victor’s wreath awarded to 
the winner of athletic contests in the Greco-Roman 
world. And the term translated “in the presence of” is 
used with reference to appearing before a judge. Here 
Paul is alluding to the judgment seat of Christ before 
which all believers will appear. Writing to Christians in 
2 Corinthians 5:10, he says: “For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done while in 

the body, whether good or bad.” Good stewards will be 
rewarded; bad stewards will suffer the loss of reward. 
Salvation is obtained by grace; rewards are obtained by 
works (cf. Mt 6:19-20).  

Third, Christians will be reunited. According to 3:13, 
when Jesus comes he will bring “all his holy ones” with 
him. The Greek term translated “holy ones” in the NIV 
can also be translated “saints” (cf. ESV, HCSB, NET, 
NKJV), clarifying that it refers to humans rather than 
angels. While opinion is divided, one commentator 
writes: “The holy ones accompanying Christ at His 
coming are probably the souls of the saints who have 
departed this life and gone to be with Christ, whose 
bodies will be resurrected when He comes (4:16). That 
is, they are Christians rather than angels” (Constable, 
700; see also William Hendriksen, Exposition of 1 and II 
Thessalonians: Commentary on 1 Thessalonians, NTC, 92-
94). There will be a grand reunion of the righteous 
when Jesus comes!  

Fourth, Christians will be resurrected and raptured. Ac-
cording to 4:16-17, “the dead in Christ” will be raised to 
receive an immortal body like Jesus’ resurrection body, 
and the perishable bodies of “those who are still alive” 
will be “changed,” that is, clothed with the imperisha-
ble (1Co 15:51-54). Once mortality is clothed with im-
mortality and death is “swallowed up in victory” (v. 
54), all will be “caught up” to meet the Lord in the 
air” (1Th 4:17). “The rapture is a theological term that 
refers to the ‘catching up’ of the church to meet the 
Lord in the air in association with his return and with 
the resurrection of believers. The term comes from the 
Latin verb rapio (‘I seize,’ ‘I [violently] carry off’), which 
is the Vulgate’s equivalent of the root Greek verb 
harpazō (‘I seize,’ ‘I snatch away’) that Paul uses in 1 
Thessalonians 4:17, the primary text that teaches this 
concept [cf. Jn 14:2; 1Co 15:51-52]” (Alan Hultberg, 
“Introduction,” in Three Views on the Rapture, 11).  

Fifth, Christians will be sanctified through and through. 
According to 5:23-24, the sanctification process that be-
gins with justification at conversion ends when Jesus 
comes and Christians are found “blameless” before 
him. In his prayer for the Thessalonian believers, Paul 
asks that their “whole spirit, soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (v.23). “Throughout the epistle, Paul has been 
concerned with sanctification (3:13; 4:3, 4, 7, 8). Now he 
prays that God will sanctify (separate to himself) the 
readers of the Epistle ‘through and through.’ Holoteleis 
(‘through and through’) speaks of the ultimate maturity 
of Christian character. It presents the qualitative side of 
spiritual advance in its final perfection. Toward this 
goal sanctification is directed” (Thomas, 294). His pray-
er will be answered when Jesus comes. God will do it. 





           

When Jesus comes, believers in Christ will be rescued, rewarded, reunited,  
resurrected, raptured, and sanctified through and through.    

   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Lately I’ve been thinking a lot about Jesus’ return. Actually, a better word is yearning; I’m yearning for Jesus to 

come today, right now, mainly because I’m really tired. Tired of the junk, the discouragement, the harsh circumstanc-

es of this world. I hurt for my friends who are hurting. I’m burdened for the sick. I’m standing with the parents of 

young kids and teenagers carrying an overwhelming load or facing incredibly challenging circumstances. My heart 

aches for those of us on this side of heaven and I’m just ready for Jesus to come claim us. That being said, after reading 

this week’s passages I’m feeling pretty convicted because my desire for Jesus’ return is out of hopelessness. I know 

we’re all going to feel some measure of hopelessness when the brokenness of the world reveals itself so openly. How-

ever, today I feel a need to shift my perspective from hopeless to hopeful. I can have hope because I know He is faithful 

to fulfill His promises. The end of the story is already written (literally; read 1 Thessalonian 4:13-18 for a glimpse). He 

will return and when He does, He’ll take me with Him to be with the Father. The fact that I have a place waiting for 

me fills me with overwhelming, abounding hope. I’m going to take my eyes off my circumstances and turn them to 

Jesus. I’m praying Romans 15:13 for us today, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 

him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Rejoice, friends, because hope does not 

disappoint!   

I cope with the problems of life and death with the help of Jesus.  
 

“But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.“ 

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, 2:19-
20, 3:13, 4:13-18, 5:23-24  

1. To whom did the Thessalonians 
turn and serve?  

2. Who were the Thessalonians 
waiting on? 

3. What will Jesus do when He 
returns? 

What do you think Jesus’ return 
to earth will be like? 

Creatively show what a strength-
ened heart means – draw a pic-
ture, write a poem, choreograph a 
dance, etc. Bring it to the KidPix 
or send a picture/video of your 
work to kids@wearecentral.org 
for 3 extra tokens.  

mailto:kids@wearecentral.org


Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2023 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


